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,:\1,..,-(,'{Icf!!:{ Frans!s

:'!t"j1. iFilts' sun (>rorrl}

/VOl only wa$ his brain
injured and bleeding
bad(v, he also broke a
uerteLJra. The doctor
said my SOl! 1nay never
walk again. he could lJ(
half-paralysed, can't
rernember anything,
atfl', euencalf fit!'

'Mummy'.

T HHLE CLris~l'na~es H~~;.h,,' couldn'l •..>:~t~,:--\vaJlow. dnd hp di{h~'dld~e lhl" ~U\>!l~~~h. . Ie holdhi~ti<.':ld up. HIS \·vh:lu\VLd 1l1l<Jl!
ilOil his rnaid .h~ld I•.! ,:.:,h.:pp on tlh.' J1nm !H'Xi ~o
his ~wd tH (lIfn hlln every twl') hour~.

Tlw'l \ :hr!~lrn<l':';>Mr G(~Iardrr'-Hl~,l~,./2, l>
prepnring to dn~~.~np (t";; SrUlta Cbu:-: ;~H(j smg
1,'.lFAsal a charitv dinner wllill;'l.li hi"
',.vhcckhair. i. t~> t"~Hl ' .•.•.aU.. \\·t!h il liUh: help
:-.()il:.t">tin~j:"':, ':lud ("Vt~n V':PrJ iW anH \,..••.·[e~nm~~
rontest \'\."Hh ihi,,: H.:'Plhh:'L

i\n a;<owhHng J."f:cOVl'ry.l:hank~\ h, ht:,
iiglning ~>piriL

t'vh F;.-.-ltlSb :,-aid he.' ls dOing (his iO e!H :T:·:I~;••.
lh~" l..,jdedv and h}::-.~,fortund!(~ at tlH,' l.hmwf. 10
"hf?\·'.,' by cx:uHPlt~ tl!(rt Jwy tkl not ll:t\'<:' {n kt
(!wi;, mi'·Jorlwh,'s g~>t {~H;nl I.khvn.

He ~lgHlfxi 10 help nth:'!" beini~ ::lsi<x'(l by
~1a'l..t<Hn Alire ~Inl, ~).J.d hu",i{l,'SSWOIH;ln.

tler,l>miJ'y' Hnd IS.otlwrs ;,IH~ ehippH1g m
,'lhuH( S L:'::tH}O fn}iU Hh'li" (y\vn pocket" 10 b..l:"l ,I
~)"{"OHr:')v dinrwl fOi" .~ooeiderlv fn.,nn ..;even

:-:oeninrcitizens' hn.lll'l..':' ;:onight" .H Ihl.' Sin~.I>:lPOn:'
redenltio:! pf(;hirw;-.(.' eli,ill ~'i.;,.scH~i~tl()ntHlild1111

,il 'foa f'avob
Mr I'l'imsls wa"i a luU·tlmt~ nallonal

serviceman when lie slipped atld feU frow
a pule on the way co the dally toll <:aUat
Sengkang Fire Station ill May 20114.

lie sllf~ered severe head injuries, broke

• HIe !icar Ir!lm tiu- ills~rlion !ir tlw titanium
!lltllf; into Mr Gftard Frau..,h' skutt.

",,,,,,.,,,, UAVIO TAU
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It vertel.lI''a tn his back, and WID> in a coma
for U}cla)'S.

He was rushed to Cbangi General Hospital,
where he underwent two operations to remove
blood dots in hi.s head.

His rnothex, Mrs Cedlla T'mnsls, 51, an oflke
rn,tmtger,. recalled: "Not i>n1ywns his vrain
injured and bleeding badly, he also broke u
vertebr;l. The doctor said mv son may oever
walk again, he could be half· paralysed, can't
remember anything, can't even call me
'Mummy'."

The news was especialiy devastating for her r-~as her husband had died in 2000 from a heart
attack, and her younger son Gabriel. now 2(), !

suffers from heart murmurs and is dyslexic.The devout Catholic said that in the 10 days
that her son was In a coma, the nurses told
familv and friends to record themsel",'lS talking,

sittgiiig and reading to him, and played thetapes day and night
She said: "During . . leg

sort of moved,
Soahe was

optlmd. hls eyes und smiled at ber.
!JUI his injuries lell: hi.m witb rel,'llla.r fits,

slurred speech, alte.re<i vision and memory 105s.

TOTAllY DISABLED

IS,

Mrs Fransis remembers the first OmstmllS
the family b'Pent together after the ucddem.

"He was at rehab in lT~'H, and they alluwed
us to take home leave. At that time. he was still ,
using the {reeding) tube and IHlVing fit.,." :

The family could not go to C'Jujstmas MitSs, :

so they stayed. at home. IMIs Fransls said; "We took (mns to sleep next

m h.iffi on the floor, At the end of the few days, Iwe all fell sick/'
'nle family eventually hired a second maid to \

him full·time. '
turn for the worse when
!\l depreSsi<)nufter he was

discharged from hospital;
He said: "1was moody for quite a. long time.

wa-'>frustrated at first Then the doctors (wa
lialris t, the

therapists, they all me. They suld one
day you 'willget up. (wony."

He said the tumlng pOlnl came one day
when he heard. God speak to him. t'elling him .
everything would be okay. :

TOd.ay, Mr. Fraosis is ~."ooong. hard to regu.ill. I'

ltis strength.
Wllh the help of his maid. Ms Umi Henlk. 30,

who has been with the family far sellen years, he ;
docs stretches and exercises every day, \»'ith .
dmubbeU$ and a gylu balL

He al~o sees a home Ulerapist once or twice a
week. iilld goes for various oth,~r types of
physical lJ~,;rapyseverljl times a month.

II.e is now able to pull hknse!J upright on hi;;
bed. and walk wlth the help of a wUlker.

Mrs Franb'is said that although the Singapore
Civil Defunce Foree covers her son's medical
expenses, and the family received .In il'[Sunmce
payout for the injuries, it still costs more than
$2,000 a mOllth to rake care of him.

This includes the cost of hiring two malds

and buying adult diupt'.:rs.She said that the doctors recomruende<I that
he start an IT course next' year, so he cau slowly
fmd his way back to work.

He also lost control of his bowds und
bladder, and cOllld not penurm ba.~lc tasks such
a.~bathlng and changing.

11Iere were two large dents on Ilither side of
his head. w:here parts of his skllll were remOved
during the operation.

He was fed through a feeding tube and his
weight dropped to as low as 43kg from his
pre~acddent weight of over 6Okg.

Illlhe eight months he was in hospitai - first
at eCH, then Singapore General Hospital (rod

Tork seng Hospltlll·· Mr Fransis also
a splmll operation to ill$ert screws

''-'<tSin
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I ADMIRE THE
YOUNG
MAN. HE PUT
ASIDE HIS
FEARS••• (WE

ARE)TOUCHED
THAT HE
CAME AU
THE WAY TO
GIVE US
HONGBAOS
AND WISH
US MERRY
CHRISTMAS.
- Mr KVI1 Ah Gour

He W"l' in :1c<Hn~l for i 0 d~n'~.
D<KI,(}P; luid hi~ mother. ?

M 1';-" CeclLa Fransis: ~H. an office

nl[\nage.r~ Ih,H iw m,tght nes..:(:~r\v:lH:

agHin,

1Jut t!lank~ In a ~lrong fighting
spk!!. tberapy :-U\lJdHHy ~'Xl.~rc!se,ho
is '.Hl lhe I\ldd to rl':('(l\'Hrv

.\1nddrn :'\Hce Sin, ::>4,Ya

b-llslnQ':i-\Wt;rrEIn ~tnd <ale ()f t1H:

org<1ni$ers of 1;1$! night"~ dinner hi.1S

known the Frnns1s h1nlHy for t1,VO

Y(~~lrs.
\Vlh'n :-;he !nviu.:d \Ir Fran;.,,!:'

(I) tlii:: evt.':lt. b:~ didH' ~hos-itait'.
lk said: "I wanted to CGme to

the' ehrH"jq.' benl.U~e r Walli to
enC{)Uf<.lgt! pt."opk~ aptl $l1uw

ti.h~ln.t.l:i.H,1.!1ere ~~ b{:pe,in ~u~y
sltuatlOH. lrH:Ysnouldn t r;p.:~~up
the fighL"

To thnt, :vIr KtHl ,\h C;iWr. '/2.
of GeyiiHlg Hahn: LI}HS
Bt~friPn.der~>~~lid:"1 (tdrnin:' I'he

young juan. 1 le pUI <lsit.k hi,
;'(~<-lr$and ph~ck.t'd up lhe
tou.r~q~eto ~Hu\dup b0fOft~

hundred::. of pe"'Jple.
"!vlfJst of H~ an~ ,,·erv touched

thiF be carne aU tile v/ay tt) give us,
hongbao and \'\'!sh U~ \lerry
CilrlSnnat>;."

Added ?\.1m:laul Sirn: f'\·Ve have

hel;~n h()~Hj1'lgcharity even!.,: on fe~li'!e
ocrasions such (l'j Chri~tn'ias, Ve~ak.
Lhy. \-1idv'::\utmnn 'Fe~.tival and
Deep':lwlE for the last ~~(}venyears.

"La~i yt~;u. 'we also urgdni.:'e(i a
ehariry i.:~vent nn Hfi11I)\,\:een."

IlIC~~s:1~~~~~1~~'l~f~I~~l~~~1:~:~'f~7~~1.~:~:~~:~d;l

St:'SSiiJH

And Sanr.:l CIJi..IS \\-'(lS not th(;.~0nl~;
!:;lal' oftht, evening. Just a:~pnpula.f
wa~ t!H~God (}f Forrnn~~ \.\'ho ;lho
banded •..ltlt red puc.k.f:l$.

:",tid 'Y1adaIH Sin;: '·Vie l,:,';:}f}wd ;:)

give red pa(:k.<.:'!Stn e"...ery elderly, but
Sdflta usuaEy ...iOC$ll'r give Ilqngbtl()~
So \\-'hy not havp bod I?

"One run give OUl s'.:veets and
preSenl$ and tht~ (ltht~r('ill} di~;:ribHtl~
the ri:d iXtckct:-,.)·

- With addlUonal r~p ••rtlu"
by Ta~Sld'(It,

F¥J$tlve giving: (Above) Mr Gemrd Fransis as S;a()t1 ClatiS W'lj the Fortune God giving
out red packets to the o~d fOlks/Top) Mr Fransis is: he~pBd cut of his w~eetc,air cn
stage.

F

AFRAID

The h()~nes hlchide Thuja Horne (~f:
PelRl1gi Village and T,,': Pd Old
ppople\ Hornc.The families got to
kno\'\t ont: a.nnther thrnugh a
med.il:atiol1 group,

!';.1r'Fran~is, who alsu sang
Chrlsnna.s carols on sW,gP., told Th!:
New Paper on Sunday: "1 was

intinlidawd by the thought' of
standing "Up in flont of ~o lTldr'ly

people. iwas afraid tbt [ wmlld f<i.lL

"But 1 nliHll,~cd quite wel],·'
\-lr Fransis Vias a fuHALrne n~1jnngl

sen.·kemnfl '.vhen h.e fdJ fn:HH a poh:'
un t11(:' way to d daily roll edit I:H

Senf,kmg Fin, Stalion in M"y 20114.

E had noi :Hood up ~n pttblic
for r1Hee VCitr&.

Bui ycsWJ'day night.
Mr Gerard Fran5is did ii, dll (or ••

gned C•.lUSO.
E\"ervont.~~Ha chanlv dinner at th<::

Singapore Fedt:~ration ()1'~::hine:-.c ebln
Assnciarinn watdied anxiouslv as he

sfrugg~('dto :;rilnd Oil St~lgt:~. ¥

And \;\'hen. he !inaFy did, it

triggerNi an a'pplnu~(.'anda
<;tanding ovation frorI1 rhc
350··~t:rong audierKo.

:vir Fr~H1$i$ brokt- •.1 \'erteb.ru

i1"l hL~ back after a i~JHin 2t)f;,t
and rellps: on (l \\'!wclch<r to

get around.
Yestnrda)\ The N(~\'V Paper

had reported tbH the
22· year -old ,,",'ould d.n:~ss up ,.is
SaJua Claus ~1t U,e dinner.

Dft:~SSed in :1 f(~d~(lnd··white
San1a sui!, Mr Fr;ln~i;::; InOVd:l
with the help cd' dwnlkef tor
10 xn;nutes a.nd Ininglt:~d vvii.h
the i.lHdiencp.

'With a hro:·td ::nnile: lw di$rrjbui\~d
red pack.ets to thl~ elderly ;H the

cha;i.ty (jjnner at ·T"oa Payoh,
The 31f;;··hour event Wa~ organised

by H.i families who thipped in abou1
S12,OnO to hD~t " nine~(OlirSe dinner
for 1hf.': aged frorn. seven senior
citizens' homes.

:1 Cltristn1ases ago •••

He couldn't even
lift his head

IIYesterday, The New Poper


