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Mr Fransis was a fall-time national
serviceman when he slipped and fell fromn:
a pole on the way to the daily roll call at
Sengkang Fire Station In May 2064,
He sufiered severe head Injuries, broke

Not only was his brain
injured and bleeding
badly, he also broke a
vertebra. The doctor
said my son may never
walk again, he cowld be
half-paralysed, can’t
remember anything,
can’t even call me
Mummy'.

Fransis

th sun Gerard}

& The scar from the insertion of the tlanium
plate into Mr Gerard Pransis’ skadl,

o DAVID TAR



for 10 days.

e was rushed to Changi General Hospital,
where he underwent two operations (o remove
blood clots in his head.

His mother, Mrs Cecilia Fransis, 51, an office
manager, recalled: “Not only was his brain
injured and bleeding badly, he also broke a
veﬂebra  The doctor said m SON may never

he could be h fed can't
mmem emydnng. can't even c
‘Mummy"

The m was ially devastating for her
as her husband died in 2000 from a heant
attack, and her younger son Gabriel, now 20,
suffers from heart murmaurs and is dyslexic,

‘The devout Catholic said that in the 10 days
that her son was in a coma, the nurses told
family and friends 1o record themselves talking,
mﬁsg and reading to him, and played the

ay and night.
“During one Christian sOng, his leg
sort ﬁf mm'd and we were so happy.”

S0 she was overjoyed when Mr Fransis finally
opened his eyes and smiled at her.

But his injuries left him with regular fits,
shurred speech, altered vision and memory loss.

TOTALLY DISABLED

He also lost control of his bowels and
bladder, and could not perform basic tasks such
as bathing and

There were two large dents on either side of
his head, where parts of his skull were removed
during the operation.

He was fed through a feeding tube and his
weight dropped to as luw as sﬁig from his
pre-aceident weight of over 60kg.

in the eight months he was in hospital - first
at CGH, then Singapore General Hospital and
Tan Tock Seng Hospital - Mr Fransis also
underwent a spinal operation to insert screws
and plates fnto his broken back.

He suffered a persistent infection, and was in
isolation ward for several months.

- Mirs Fransis remembers the first Christmas
the family spent together after the accident.

“He was at rehab in TTSH, and they allowed
us to take home leave. At that time, he was still
using the {feeding) tube and having fits.”

family could not go o Christmas Mass,
s0 they stayed at home.

Mrs Fransis said: “We took turns to sleep next
to him on the floor. At the end of the few days,
we all fell sick.”

The family eventually hired a second maid o
help take care of him full-time,

Things took a nern for the worse when
Mr Fransis fell into dcmssion after he was
discharged from ; :

He said: "I was !xmml for quite a long time. |
was frustrated at first. Then the doctors and
people around me, the psychiatrist, the
therapists, they all helped me. They said one
day you will get up... don't worry.”

He said the turning point came one da
when he heard God speak to him, telling him
everything would be okay.

Today, Mr Fransis is working hard to regain
his stre|

With help of his maid, Ms Umi Henik, 30,
who has heen with the family for seven years, he
does stretches and exercises every day, with
dumbbells and a ball

He also sees a home therapist once or twice a
week, and goes for various other types of
physical therapy several times a month.

He is now able to pull himself upright on his
bed, and walk with the a.hic?fa walker,

Mrs Fransis said that ugh the Si
Civil Defence Force covers her son's m
expenses, and the family received an insurance
anouz for the injuries, it still costs more than

2,000 a month to take care of him.

This includes the cost of hiring two maids
and buying adult diapers.

She that the ors recommended that
he start an [T course next year, mhﬁcanslowty
ﬁmi s way back 10 work.
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